The City of Melville lays claim to one of
the most successful minor ball programs in the
Erovince of Saskatchewan. The road to success was built with the

ard work and participation of many individuals and organizations
sharing a passion for the game.

Me%vil e has a history of competitive teams on both the
Provincial and National Level. The late 1960’s and 1970’s were
witness to championship teams in the Sandlot, Bantam and Midget
divisions which won the Provincial and Western Canadian finals.
The culmination of these teams was the 1973
Melville Midget Baseball club that won the
Canadian championship. The win put Melville on
the map as a baseball city. A member of this team,
Terry Puhl, went on to play Major League baseball
and star with the Houston Astros for over a dozen
years keeping Melville in the baseball limelight.
This team has been inducted into the
Saskatchewan Baseball Hall of Fame in 1993 and
was also inducted into the Saskatchewan Sports
Hall of Fame in June of 1999. This is the only
baseball team ever allowed entry into
Saskatchewan Sports Hall.

Melville encountered a lull in baseball activity
for a number of years until 1992 when the system
received a complete facelift. The change began
with a major fundraiser - the Terry Puhl Sports
Dinner which raised $28,000 and resulted in the
formation of the Terry Puhl Foundation. The orga-

Melville Minor Ball program very successful

cage facility costing 60,000 with the help of service clubs and
organizations within the city. Baseball was back. The program saw
enrollment ballon to 525 players with present levels just under 400
participants. Success was evident immediately as a team in the
Mosquito division won the 1993 provincial B title. This was an
omen of things to come as 1994 was witness to a Pee Wee team
winning the Provincial and Western Canadian titles. The following
year (1995) had a Pee Wee A team win a Western Canadian title
followed by an appearance in the finals of the Bantam A Western
Championships in 1996.

The popularity of minor ball in Melville has led to
a need for increased instruction for both the coach-
es and players. Florida’s Doyle Baseball School
was brought in to run a week-long schools in the
city during the mid-nineties. In 1997, the Zerilla
Baseball School was utilized to further enhance the
ball program.

Melville is also an ‘RBI Approved’ community,
becoming the fifth center in all of Canada to insti-
tute the ‘Rally Cap’ program to help both coaches
and players in their quest to be better at all areas of
the sport.

The community has hosted a number of Provincial
tournaments at all levels including an Atlanta
Braves Bantam tryout camp (first in Canada). This
year the community will be home to the 17th
annual Melville Baseball Tournament, July 9-11
featuring play in the Midget, Bantam, Pee Wee and
Mosquito divisions.
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“A‘RIELAN OPEN DRUG 135 - 3rd Ave. E.,
; D Monday to Sunday: l MART Melville. SK
(Please phone for hours eviie,
of operation)
' Pro[)ess:onalAl{ Breed V" Prescription Call-Back V" Picture Scanning/
og Grooming .
: * Indoor Kennel with in Floor Heat After Hours Enlarging
Dog & Cat Boarding . o V" Health & Medication V" Digital Photo Processing
«Air Conditioning
Counselling V" Home Health Care
Box 2313, Melville SK (306) 728-5385 " Free Blood Pressure Products
SOA 2P0 www.prairielandkennels.com Check V" Scooters & Walkers
V" Diabetic Supplies Cosmetics
V" Lottery/Postal Service Giftware
W Western Union Agent Wine Supplies

REMIX

blue chip realty
Independently Owned and Operated

Lisa Kirkwood

Sales Associate

80 Palliser Way S3N 4C5
Yorkton, SK

Bus: (306) 728-2440

Fax: (306) 728-2439

Cell: 728-6789
Ikirkwood@remax-yorkton.ca
www.remax-yorkton.com

L MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

REALTOR"

FREE DELIVERY
R-PharmaChoice {Zf‘%fe

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Monday - Saturday, 9 - 6

Sunday, 11-5
Holidays, 11 - 3
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